




Bicycle Advisory Task Force 
Work Plan Recommendations 

 
 

Introduction and Background 
 
The Bicycle Advisory Task Force (BATF) was formed in the fall of 2009 to provide assistance 
to City Council in identifying potential bike-oriented programs and facilities to consider as a 
part of future City initiatives.  Through the formation of the BATF, the City recognizes the 
potential benefits of a bike-accessible community to the health, transportation and 
environmental needs of the community as well as the economic benefit of attraction and 
retention of high paying jobs.  A bike–accessible community consists of a comprehensive, 
connected and well-maintained bicycle network.  This includes on-road facilities as well as 
bike paths, bike racks/lockers, encouragement and share-the-road education campaigns.  
Studies have shown that bike-accessible and friendly communities are seen as places with a 
high quality of life which often translates into increased property values, business growth and 
increased tourism.   
 
The initial meetings of the BATF focused upon the Five E’s of a Bicycle Friendly Community 
(Engineering, Education, Encouragement, Enforcement and Evaluation) which provided the 
framework of knowledge and understanding of what is in place now in Dublin, some of the 
best practices around the country, and an evaluation of what direction Dublin wants to take 
in regards to bicycling in the community.  During the meetings, the BATF acknowledged that 
the City should pursue the designation of a Bicycle Friendly Community.  Using the Five E’s 
as well as the Dublin Community Plan and the Parks and Recreation Master Plan as guiding 
documents, the BATF preliminarily identified key issues which need to be further explored as 
well as potential projects and initiatives which could improve Dublin’s transportation facilities 
and programs for bike users.  Below are the findings and work plan recommendations of the 
BATF, categorized under the Five E’s.  

 

Engineering 
 
It is the assignment of the Task Force to provide recommendations that will ultimately result 
in the planning and development of a comprehensive, connected and well-maintained 
bicycling network.  To achieve such a system, it is essential that the City continue to provide 
needed connections and on-going maintenance of the existing 90+ mile multi-use path 
system as well as plan for on-road facilities on both existing and future roadways. 
 
The Task Force recommends to Council the following components of a BATF work plan 
related to “Engineering”. 
 
 
On-Road Facilities 

• Work closely with the City Staff (Engineering, Planning and Parks and Open Space) 
to identify existing and future roadways that would best serve as transportation 
corridors for cyclists and provide recommendations to Council as to what type of on-
road facilities would be best-suited for each section of identified roadway.   

o Facilities that would be considered include bicycle lanes, paved shoulders, 
wide curb lanes, shared lanes and signed shared roadways.   

o Preliminary cost estimates would be included as part of these 
recommendations.  

o Standard design criteria for the different type of facilities would be 
considered. 
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Multi-Use Path System 
• In conjunction with the above analysis, identify and recommend key connections 

needed in the multi-use path system. 
• Examine the existing system for safety concerns, such as sharp turns or blind 

corners, and provide recommendations on how identified issues may be addressed. 
• Consider, where applicable, the addition of bicycle commuter trails and/or conversion 

of existing multi-paths to bicycle commuter trails. 
 

Bike Facilities/Parking 
• Identify and recommend public and private destination points throughout the City 

where bike racks are needed. 
o Prioritize the public areas for inclusion in the City’s budgeting process.   
o Recommend incentives and/or zoning code requirements for commercial and 

retail locations. 
 

• Identify and recommend locations where bike storage facilities would be beneficial. 
o Recommend the type of bicycle storage facility and associated 

accoutrements. 
 

Signage 
• Identify and recommend locations where signage would be beneficial for awareness 

and/or safety reasons on both the roadway as well as the multi-use path. 
• Identify and recommend a wayfinding system/package for use on the multi-use path. 

 

Education 
 
An additional component of the Task Force was the evaluation of the amount of education 
available for both cyclists and motorists. Education includes teaching cyclists of all ages how 
to ride safely in any area from multi-use paths to congested city streets as well as teaching 
motorists how to share the road safely with cyclists.  Many educational programs and 
materials are available but may not be readily distributed to the community or applicable.  

The Task Force recommends to Council the following components of a BATF work plan 
related to “Education”. 
 

 
• Research and recommend education programs for both motorists and cyclists that 

could be offered by the City, Dublin Schools, Washington Township or other 
organizations. 

• Review need for the Dublin Bike Rodeo and methods for funding the program, either 
in the City’s operating budget or for another entity to assume responsibility for this 
or similar event. 

• Research and recommend educational materials for distribution to the community via 
on-line communications and/or hard copy distribution. 

• Research and recommend educational material specifically related to round-a-bout 
navigation. 

• Research and recommend formal education and testing on cycling as a form of 
transportation in the schools.  

 

 2



Encouragement 
 
A key component to the success of increasing cycling in a community is encouragement.  
This includes the promotion of cycling through Bike Month and Bike to Work Week events as 
well as producing community bike maps, route finding signage, community bike rides, 
commuter incentive programs, and having a Safe Routes to School program. Other 
components to encouragement include facilities that have been built to promote cycling or a 
cycling culture such as off-road facilities, BMX parks, velodromes, and the existence of both 
road and mountain bicycling clubs.  

The Task Force recommends to Council the following components of a BATF work plan 
related to “Encouragement”. 
 

• Develop a map for cyclist that would: 
o Show the existing path system and recommended connections on 

neighborhood streets where gaps exist. 
o Identify bike routes/paths that would be part of the snow removal areas. 
 

• Research and recommend business education and incentive programs that will 
encourage companies to promote biking to work. 

• Evaluate the national Bike to Work (B2WW) program and recommend a process of 
implementation within Dublin. 

• Review the Safe Routes to School program and recommend a process for partnering 
with the Dublin City Schools and community neighborhoods for implementation. 
within Dublin.  This program would provide eligibility for state funding of needed 
infrastructure adjacent to schools (sidewalks and/or bike paths/routes).  

• Research and recommend incentives for individuals to ride bikes to Dublin events. 
• Examine the need for additional bicycle parking at community events to encourage 

an increase in biking to events, both City sponsored and other community events. 
• Identify key partnerships that could be established to assist in the formation of 

Dublin bike clubs and bicycle focused events. 
• Research and recommend incentives for encouraging biking in the Historic District. 

 

Enforcement 
 
Enforcement pertains to the connection between the cycling and law enforcement 
communities.  Connections can consist through a law enforcement liaison to the cycling 
community, law enforcement bicycle divisions, targeted enforcement to encourage cyclists 
and motorists to share the road safely, as well as through the existence of bicycling related 
laws. 

The Task Force recommends to Council the following components of a BATF work plan 
related to “Enforcement”. 
 

 
• Research and recommend additional avenues for the Division of Police and Division 

of Court Services to be involved in education and enforcement with both cyclists and 
motorists. 

• Review existing relevant code sections and recommend any needed changes to 
improve safety for the cyclist and motorists such as Land Use and Development – 
complete streets, parking, end of ride facilities; Traffic Code – mandatory childhood 
helmet law; and other generally policy issues..  This would also be reviewed to 
determine if current conflicts with the Ohio Revised Code need to be addressed. 
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Evaluation 
 
Evaluation is the measurement of current programs and facilities in place and those 
programmed for the future.  It is measured by the amount of cycling taking place in the 
community, the crash and fatality rates, and ways that the community works to improve 
these numbers. 

The Task Force recommends to Council the following components of a BATF work plan 
related to “Evaluation”. 
 

 
• Identify and recommend statistical information (such as bicycle counts/surveys) that 

should be gathered and evaluated to determine existing number of cyclists and track 
mode shift over time.   

• Identify and recommend statistical information (such as bicycle crash data) that 
should be gathered and evaluated to determine safety concerns. 

• Evaluate the need for a comprehensive bikeway master plan that is routinely 
reviewed and updated. 

• Research and recommend a mode shift goal for the community.  Identify steps and 
timelines to facilitate reaching that goal. 

• Consider and recommend questions for inclusion in the community survey for 
feedback on the City’s Bicycle Initiative.  

• Evaluate the advantages of becoming a Bicycle Friendly Community. 
 



Bicycle Friendly Communities 
(as taken from www.bikeleague.org) 
 

What Are the 5 Es? 

Becoming a Bicycle Friendly Community 

Applicant communities are judged in five categories often referred to as the Five Es. These are 

Engineering, Education, Encouragement, Enforcement, and Evaluation & Planning. A community 

must demonstrate achievements in each of the five categories in order to be considered for an 

award. Communities with more significant achievements in these areas receive superior awards. 

Filling out the BFC application is an education in itself, as communities see where they are lacking in 

each of these categories. 

 

ENGINEERING  

Communities are asked about what is on the ground; what has been built to promote cycling in the 

community. For example, questions in this category inquire about the existence and content of a 

bicycle master plan, the accommodation of cyclists on public roads, and the existence of both well-

designed bike lanes and multi-use paths in the community. Reviewers also look at the availability of 

secure bike parking and the condition and connectivity of both the off-road and on-road network. 

 

EDUCATION  

The questions in this category are designed to determine the amount of education there is available 

for both cyclists and motorists. Education includes teaching cyclists of all ages how to ride safely in 

any area for multi-use paths to congested city streets as well as teaching motorists how to share 

the road safely with cyclists. Some things that reviewers look at are the availability of cycling 

education for adults and children, the number of League Cycling Instructors in the community, and 

other ways that safety information is distributed to both cyclists and motorists in the community 

including bike maps, tip sheets, and as a part of driver’s education manuals and courses. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ENCOURAGEMENT  

This category concentrates on how the community promotes and encourages bicycling. This can be 

done through Bike Month and Bike to Work Week events as well as producing community bike 

maps, route finding signage, community bike rides, commuter incentive programs, and having a 

Safe Routes to School program. In addition, some questions focus on other things that have been 

built to promote cycling or a cycling culture such as off-road facilities, BMX parks, velodromes, and 

the existence of both road and mountain bicycling clubs.  

 

ENFORCEMENT  

The enforcement category contains questions that measure the connections between the cycling 

and law enforcement communities. Questions address whether or not the law enforcement 

community has a liaison with the cycling community, if there are bicycle divisions of the law 

enforcement or public safety communities, if the community uses targeted enforcement to 

encourage cyclists and motorists to share the road safely, and the existence of bicycling related 

laws such as those requiring helmet or the use of sidepaths. 

 

EVALUATION & PLANNING  

Here the community is judged on the systems that they have in place to evaluate current programs 

and plan for the future. Questions are focused on measuring the amount of cycling taking place in 

the community, the crash and fatality rates, and ways that the community works to improve these 

numbers. Communities are asked about whether or not they have a bike plan, how much of it has 

been implemented and what the next steps for improvement are. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

League of American Bicyclist – Bicycle Friendly Communities 
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