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Memorandum Report

Date: December 22, 2005
To: Jamie Greene, AICP; ACP--Vision & Planning, [td.
From: Economics Research Associates
RE: Dublin Ohio Retail Development
ERA No. 16290
Summary

Economics Research Associates (ERA) was retained to analyze the supply and demand for
retail space in order to inform the update of Dublin, Ohio’s land use plan. ERA has
concluded that the City of Dublin has an abundant supply of retail commercial space
within the market area for the current population of the city. Over the next ten to fifteen
years more space may be needed to meet demand from the residents in the areas to be
developed in the western and northwestern quadrants of the city. Many area retail centers
have one or more vacancies in anchor tenant spaces, suggesting that there may already be
an over supply of retail space or the quality and/or configuration of the current supply is
out of step with the retail industry or market.

ERA recommends a redevelopment strategy for existing retail areas using a “village”
concept for Dublin rather than large-scale retail development. In order to maintain property
values in existing retail centers, provide space for multi-family residential uses and to
maintain the quality lifestyle enjoyed by current residents, Dublin should consider
pedestrian-oriented, multi-use centers. In the newly developing areas of the city, the day-
to-day needs of residents may be met with appropriately scaled “village centers” offering
residents a different shopping experience. Some small-scale “boutique” shopping in the
historic district and convenience retail for the new Research Park could round out the retail
mix in Dublin. High quality design that differentiates Dublin from surrounding centers and
provides a greater sense of place would be consistent with the community’s planning
objectives.
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